UNDERCUT

No. 19 Autumn 1990

A Decade of British
Experimental Film & Video Art
pgs 28-29

’

From Across the Channel

and 15 Years
Barbara Meter

#

Sanday, Nick Collins

Asked to write something about British experimental film -
since | have viewed quite a lot during the past year, due to
the programming | do in Holland - | had mixed feelings
towards such a request because | have only seen most of
the films once.

One could characterise my involvement with
experimental film as somewhat periodic. | was engaged in
it in the early 70s and living in Holland, where there is a
void in terms of avant-garde film, plus drawing the
conclusions of the debate | was tangled up in at the time
as to whether experimental film was ‘politically relevant’ or
not, (to which my answer then was no). | enrolled into
making political action films (relevant or not ...) About

three years ago now | have ‘returned 1o my roots’ as it
feels, and so have looked at this area anew.

So, looking again at the British avant-garde after 15
years is as if | have plunged into an orgy of romantic
mages, grainy colours, decadent and dark moods and
personal evocations. What a reaction against the
asceticism of the formal and structural film which reigned
at the time | was around. A predictable reaction of course
- and one which is highly indebted to just that formal
movement. | think that all of British experimental film pays
a tribute to the structural movement (even when being
vehemently the opposite, like the work of Cerith Wyn
Evans, Derek Jarman, Anna Thew etc). Whatever it did,
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